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BIOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

(b£) 

The Biographic Register^ ^largest and probably best known 
of the four Registers^ had its genesis in C.I.G. Directive No. 

1 6 of 1 November 19^-6 ’’Plans for Coordination of Biographic 
Intelligence." C.I.G. 1 6 assigned responsibility for reporting 
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(so. 27) j in I960, ( ); and in 1962, 169. (FY62 Ann. Rep.) 

It was then gradually reduced in size during various overall OCR 
personnel cuts to a 1967 figure of . ( ) 

Not long after the division of biographic responsibilities 
according to C.I.G. 16 it became apparent that coverage of 
scientific:! personalities was being neglected. Therefore, on 25 
May 1948 NSC3D-8 (old series) assigned to CIA as a service of 


c ommon concern the primary responsibility for the maintenance of 

. . ^ 3 ^ (nscid-8) 

biographic data on foreign scientific and technical figures./ Within 


the Agency this responsibility fell to BR. 


flWkou^lt 

/V^ 8 

common coifhrn mission was in the scientific and technical fields. 


Over the next few years BR faced a mounting problem: its 

a r 


■fc its primary mission was to serve the positive intelligence 
biographic requirements of CIA, and it received numerous requests 


from Agency offices for information on political, sociological 

and cultural figures. 

, , ■Hvst 

data on such personalities, s«& had no official responsibility to 


jp rovide this information oto other government offices, and it 
insisted that it lacked the manpower to service CIA's large volume 
of requests. BR therefore found it necessary to maintain a branch 
to cover nonscientific figures for the benefit of CIA. Efforts 
were made to obtain official sanction for expansion of Agency 
biographic responsibilities, but the results were limited: In 
September 1951 the IAC agencies agreed to enlarge the scope of 
CIA s biographic responsiblities to include persons of economic 
concern. (Zlotnick. primary source avail??) This did little to 


ameliorate BR's situation, and dissatisfaction with the arrangment 
!T Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP84-00951R0001 0001 0005-7 
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biographic intelligence on political, sociological and cultural 
personalities might be more effectively and efficiently met. As 
a result of this investigation, ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^Deputy Director 
(intelligence), CIA, and W. Park Armstrong, Jr., Special Assistant, 
Intelligence^ Department of State, signed an agreement on 5 
November 1952. State/BI agreed to provide complete biographic service 
to CIA on foreign political, sociological and cultural personalities, 
in return for which CIA agreed to make funds available to State/BI, 
in accordance with Section 6 (a). Public Law 110, computed on the j 
basis of the additional costs incurred by State in servicing CIA 
requests, (agreement) 

It was determined that State/B^Vould need 27 positions at an 
annual cost of ^ 130,000 to discharge its new responsibilities, and 
from November 1952 through the end of FY- 6 l, the position figures 
remained unchanged, although the manpower costs increased con- 
siderably as the result of in-grade raises, pay raises and the 
like. During the 1952-61 period State steadily cut back on its 
ipport to BI until by 1961 CIA was funding over 75 percent of BI's 
positions. State and CIA then reached a new agreement: All BI 
files and availa^tje personnel would be transferred to BR. 

I 961 --BR Goes Political 

BR assumdd administrative responsibility for BI’s operations 
on 1 July 1961; the physical merger was accomplished on 1 November 
1961, after OCR's move to the new headquarters building. In the 
transfer BR acquired 100,000 dossiers (bringing its total to 
c. 400,000), five million cards (for a total of c. nine million) and 

four / 

clericals) were qualified and able to transfer to BR, however. An ■&- 


25X1 A 




v 

3 


intensive recruiting program ^brought BR up to stramgth within 9 
months of the date of transfer, though it took somewhat longer to 
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provide the newcomers with area and language knowledge through £ 
training courses and on-the-job experience. With the transfer of the State 
functions to BR, the Rexgister’s request load increased 300 percent. 

Non-CIA requesters, originally comprising about a third of the 
total, represented about half, with State the major customer. 


(report to PFIAB, 9 Apr 62) 

In October 1961 DCID 1/9 (new series), which in 1958 had for 
the first time defined the respective reference and data exchange 
responsibilities of the USIB community biographic systems, was 
revised. The new version gave responsibility to CIA for maintenance 
of biographic information and production of biographic intelligence 
on political, economic, scientific, technical, social and cultural 
personalities and to the Department of Defense for biographic 
intelligence on military personalities. Responsibility for the 
collection of biographic iata remained as before: State would collect 
data on all but military figures and the Department of Defense would 
collect datajfon military figures and on scientific, t^ ical and 
economic personalities associated with activities of primary 
interest to the Department. (DCID l/9) 

With the State biographic responsibility BR acquired a new 
status~it was assigned the Department symbol INR/CS/BR and given 
the authority to sign official State, communications to the field 
(Airgrams, Telegrams, Official-Informal letters). Chapter £00, 

Voluti^ 11, fif the Foreign Affairs Manual was revised to emphasize 
the continuing responsibility of the Foreign Service in the 
biographic field. BR subsequently worked as closely with the 

Foreign Service as had 25X1 A 
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As noted above, BR was unable to concentrate solely on 
scientific biographic data in the early 1950's. It had a 
Scientific Branch, but it also had a Regional Branch, which 

tr»v. 

t©c^E-eare--of“ nonscientific figures. In addition, there was 

an Index Branch, which provided machine support to the Register. 

, H P><? 'cu. 

«ter the^agreement with State^ the. political files 

few®3se»»ej3t. to State, and the Register was reorganized into 

two operational, or analytical, branches--Soviet and Non-Soviet— 

and a Support Branch. The Chief of BR at this time was John 

Pt=ssaa In the operational branches that- the incoming documents 
fferea analyzed, most of the decisions related to the processing 
^hereof were made, and processing was begun. Theee, too, 
customer requests were generally received and retrieval was planned 
ad often undertaken. The branches consisted of five sections, 
divided on a geographical basis. In the Soviet Branch were the 
USSR, Far/Near East/Africa and Satellite Sections; in the Ron- 
Soviet Branchj^^^^^^^^^^^l (g/A) and Western Europe 
Sections. Because their/area coverage was limited, the USSR and 
G/A Sections were subdivided into units covering different areas 
of scientific specialization, such as life sciences or physical 
silences. The other three sections were subdivided by country 
assignments, with each analyst handling from one to 30 countries. : 


/ SECRET 
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^ The biographic analysts in the*\wo ©perairhsnHl 
branches were responsible for cataloguing all biographic 
and organizational information available; providing biographic 


information from the files or in written reports to fulfi ll ap 

3T 


specific requirements; producing and disseminating comprehensive 


reports and studies on individuals or categories as required 
' developing and publishing biographic reference aids (Soviet 


.Men ,_of Science , published in May 1952 , contained data on some 


18,000 persons; a second edition, in 1959, was to cover ^q^rl y 


50,000 . ) ; conducting liaison with other government agencies for 


the exchange of biographic informations and materials; briefing 
officials of CIA and other IAC agencies on special and general 
biographic requirements; answering miscellaneous questions, such 
as correct spelling or transliterations of a name, title of an 
individual, or identification of an organization; and 
arranging for the Support Branch to provide various machine 
listings of individuals in specified categories, £&ax based on 
±h£b data recorded on punched cards (for example 
physicists working for the USSR; biological warfare specialists 
in Western Europe; personnel associated with 

shipbuilding industry; members of the Soviet Academy of Sciences) 


%r 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


dr Intellofax tapes that listed basic data on selected individlals . 


Y 



7/ /?fV 
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Koreigji PI 


BR received 
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The Support Branch provided functional support to the 
two area branches. It was divided-intent he Classification 
Section, where codes were assigned to the index words selec- 
ted by analysts in the operational branches; the Mac hin e 

loi-u c k -e-rvwreo 1-we c o^o c» QvdCb' t&M C-cia^A^/ 

Section^ the Master File, where the dossier holdings were 

''' - a 

located; and the Sovbloc Bibliographic File. Jgp' j 

The branch was responsible for identifying and classifying 

by category biographic and organizational data; maintaining 

dossiers and card records by individual and by category; 

preparing a machine index that permitted selection and listing 

by one or more categories; maintaining a comprehensive file of 

foreign publications containing biographic information; preparing 

by Intellofax reproduction copies of "Who's Who" information 25X1 A 

# 

cards; and providing support to editorial boards for official 

A (o 

forms and correct spelling of names, organisations and location 
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®oi:eign hi h. seat 

Approved For Release 2001/1 2A04 : CIA-RDP84-00951R0001 0001 0005-7 



ILLEGIB 

25X1 A 
25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2001/1 2/04 ?CtA-RD(>84^Q!951R0001 0001 0005-7 

\ 

BR’s’NsqsIc functions were to supply information on those 
categories of individuals for which it was r e s p onsib^e'j^to*^ 
conduct liaison with other agencies for tk£' exchange of bio- 
graphic data and materials, to coordinate CIA requirements for 
levying on the Foreigr^S‘ervice collectors, *afid-^to brief fiSAxami 
afafafflxma ^BaaByg^icials of CIA and other agencies on^biqgraphic 


O^caphic 


requirements . . 

'■S'bre.ad tt\ij jj\<v K<?r g 

The role of BR in the intelligence community was publicized 

both through everyday analyst to analyst contact and through a 

program of briefings and lectures. Division representatives 

spoke at many of the regularly scheduled 0TR courses, and BR 

was often included on the program planned for groups visiting 

the Agency. BR personnel, particularly at the senior levels. 

US 

regularly visited/missions abroad to brief Agency, State and 
Defense officials on collection requirements and on services 
BR could provide in return. Several persons went t 


25X1 A 


during the 1950’s to exploit unique biographic collections ^ ;f up 

fa&fr rfbo ~ ,ae 

and arrange for continued BR support to the field. From 
i* 0 of ®R was detailed to fill an OCI slot in 


Strategic research. 


where , while performing a 


25X1 Aa* • ‘ 

25X1 A 

25X1A ?? ^;^, 

25X1Ay<^:gSiA;,r 


valuable support role to the Branch, he unearthed a significant 
quantity of material of interest to headquarters 

files and those of other US agency components . A In June 1963 

- 

as chief of the 

■' r*" ’ " _ fj 

e still held as of 1967. v> \ 



BR we 







25X1 A 


25X1 A 


Approved For Rel 


: ECRer 

tRt^t9AMi)p05-7 





Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CJAdRDP84-00951R0001 0001 0005-7 


ILLEGIB 



ILLEGIB 




Ha 


What Comes In Must Go Somewhere 

Information flowed into BE frm/sE:335C!aasiasmsa government 
intelligence and other reports, unpublished government -con- 
trolled data and open -aocree material. It took the form of 
documents, cards, hooks, newspapers, periodicals, nonannual 
publications and microfilm. To control this information kh 

BR had to have a number of 
files and a carefully thought out input philosophy. 

The input philosophy BR developed was as follows 'i 

1. Attempt to index each collection of raw data received 
about a personality in as much detail as time and other 
circumstances permitted. 

2. Attempt to link (identify) each new report on a 
personality with information previously stored on that 
person. 

3. Attempt to unitize the perbngligiity information into 
discrete files by conversion of incoming documents using 
any suitable method — extracting, abstracting, reproduction, 
cut and paste, etc. 

k. Attempt to prepare as many master record summaries as 
possible when processing data into the system. ,k *?!' 

Using this philosophy, analysts in various area sections processed 
their incoming data into several files. Over the years, changes in 
mission, collection requirements, t/0 and budget restrictions, changes 
in tie administration and reorganizations, and, principally, the 

. , -.nd) - 

changing demands of the consumers ail contributed* to the establish- 
ment and destruction or conversion of numerous files. 

yelgtt P vfe8lJ ‘ * 
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The primary file existing in the early 1950's would. 

O o i / / Vfi. , th e /f * <"s ! <Vnf f ri LW £ s 

however, ^continu^to exist 

These were the Dossier File, Ekfc the Card File and the Sovbloc / W , 
Bib^ographic File. 

(one — and occasionally more--per person) 

The personality dossiers/, kept in the Master File, could 


be either fblders containing hard-copy data or McBee Keysort 
cards containing extracted data. For each dossier certain 
i nformation was coded and punched into IBM cards, which could 


later be used to obtain various machine listings. The dossiers 

•Themselves were fddmdmimxciHmHx assigned numbers and filed in 

numerical order; machine listings of the dossiersjwere provided 
biographic 

to the/analysts.C^i^ach'^country'. Jihe ’ files inherited from 

State in 1961 MHxxxfilxd had been filed alphabetically, with 

no information available for machine retrieval. Some of these 
dossiers filing 

£±iKS were converted to the numerical/system, though little 
iv«.s uppued H * s 

i ndexing o® the material they contained ^wa^-axEEnap drfh-n^ other 
inherited dossiers, primarily on Latin American and Near East/ 
African personalities, remained under alphabet! c a j£Vc ont r ol , with 
no coding at all done. 


ILLEGIB 


If information received on an individual was not sufficient 
for a dossier, if the names were not important enough to index 



in detail, or if the material arrived in card form, the 
manually controlled 

repository was the/Biographic Card File, xhiKhxxxs . . 

d\Sc> w\av\ oo.\V COwVoK <? } 


The Sovbloc Bibliographic Card File. contained cards obtained 

v* 


from special contract operations and consisting of references to 
or abstracts from publications of foreign scientists. These cardi 
were filed by the author's name and by his organizational 


y.SECRfcJ Approved ForRelease 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP84-00951R0001 0001 0005-7 
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's/ arti cles and books be established within the Agency, and that 
this file be arranged by the name of author and institutional 
affiliation of author. The responsibility for establishing and 
developing this file of scientific literatrate was assigned to 
BR. The Sovbloc Biblio File, and similar files established for 
other areas, eventually developed into an important, and in 
some instances the only source of biographic and bibliographic 
information on foreign sMentists . By i960 the Sovbloc 
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(BR System Description, except for final clause) 
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Lesser files included Ihe following : 

Category Files— manual files maintained by individual area 
desks and varying in organization, format and depth, of coverage. 

They listed such information as occupants of diplomatic or 
high-level government positions and leaders of mass organizations. 

Background Folders- -manual files containing information on 
selected subjects and organizations used primarily as reference 
material by the individual analysts. 

ILLEGIB Name-Indexed-to-Document Files— specialized files established 

by machine indexing of selected documents. Files of punch cards 
were maintained for each such file, and updated machine listings 
were supplied periodically. The documents themselves were either 
filed in separate document files , usually chronologically, or were 
incorporated into the dossier or card files. 

25X1A 
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What Can We Do for You, Sir or Madam.? 

BR put its collection of files to good use in providing 
a wide range of services to the intelligence communit»y: 
complete narrative reports or summaries of information in 
answer to specific requests ; automatic reporting on 
certain significant figures; telephonic answers to urgent 
questions; file material for study within BR as well as 

„ i 

retention copies of documents; reproductions oj$\,uthor /title 

f IJoC Z'J 

bibliographic items from ^ovlot'®LoC''%ee3ia3rha±"'111reTatu3?e~ 


ILLEGIB 



S 


dating from 1948 ; machine-selected biographic briefs on scientific 
and technical personalities; and various machine listings. 

Tfet ^ - ev ary^yeary j.s BR’s services became more widely 
known, requests for those services increased in volume. In 
FY 1962, after the consolidation of the Agency in one building, 
there was a 180 percent increase over the previous year in 
requesters visiting BR. (OCR Annual Report FY-62) With the 
takeover of State biographic responsibilities in 1961 BR assumed 
a new pattern of response oriented toward current intelligence and 
quick-reactions support in answering requests the total number of 
which had increased about 300 percent over that of the previous 




year. (OCR Annual Report FY-63) 

i [ConltY P*** M-O V S e. SufiPOirH 




po-T- 4 -t i r*nL-f ig urea, BR expanded its support of US personnel attend! 
A 


conferences by producing biographies of individuals attending 


all kins of international gatherings, not just scientific and 


technical. A mhjor annual project was the preparation of a 

on fortug w q ^ 


>er. of bi ogr aphie 
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General Assembly sessions. !fhe Register also became ..involved 
in support to the White House, contributing biographic sketch 
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^0 3,0pl<$ B,Y OCI on high-level foreign visitors 

to Washington or on persons whom high-level US officials traveling 
abi^^i might meet • (Prior to 1961 State had produced such 


biographies.) (OCI N 50-61) 

The Register participated in task forces on Vietnam, Cuba, 


Haiti, the Dominican Republic and China, contributing enormous 
quantities of biographic material in sane cases. For ins tance, 


in 1962 the Latin American Section produced a directory of Cub 
diplomatic 

/personnel abroad, which could be used to locate potential sourc 


a directory of Cuban Government officials ; and, on a 2-wekk era 

. 4 „ . OcfeWrc- -l\ ve 

basis during the Cuban missile crisis, a £©u& 


•volume pubicag/tio 


containing 1,37^- biographic sketches on persons who might hav e 
qualified for Cuban Government posts had Cattro been overthrown 


^h ^^afeAgfgi »4tast ,g named-^ubl±cat , i0tt-^±^^agTag'gompan±gdr* ; by’-B'^fi-ftiT~~* 

me)' v id ual 5. 

-Kdnme— an occupational index to t helper sonalitri-es .7 During the 


1965 Dominican Republic crisis the responsible desk operated almost 


around the clock answering urgent requests \( S 00 per motth 


in the early postrebellion period) and preparing biographies of 
individuals who emerged "out of the woodwork" into positions of 
leadership. (Sig. Accomp. 65-66) BR also played an active role 
with groups studying the succession problems in the USSR, 
Communist China and Nationals! China. 


<a 


The greatest consumer of BR services was the Agency— primarily 

the DD/P, once it-fd-nalLy gmfemmsdixiisi lear>ned-jus t — wh er t BR^ 
f .£f^Kp^deA vtyonci live SdeyvKfi&r » 

(£ j? 1 ' j ( 3^>“ I bo-^upport . ~i t & «op e r ations ^ The heaviest non -Agency load 

was from the State Department, particularly after 1961. Although 
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maintain files on those military leaders who were also considered 


ifj« 

pjs 

Q 


Ul 8 


m ° 




i?& 


SEGRE't' 


Approved For Release 


-00951 R0001 0001 0005-7 


"political" — a case especially true in many countries of Latin 
America, Africa and Asia, where the leaders of the government 
came from the military. In many cases, therefore, the Department 
of Defense (and later the Defense Intelligence Agency), though 
responsible under DCID l/9 for all military personalities, came 


to BR for information on such persons and found more there than 

/ ClA officials pev lod'ic aU — loHWouV Succ^S — 

in its own files . BR respAfeibllitif Cor yr>< I fav-u 

^ tocror.wwcj VWe r£ a \ b*»<*y~apk;ci 

In' early” 1967 BR became the guiding light of a new program — 

(PLBRL) 

the Potential Leaders Biographic Reporting List/Program. This 






program was developed through extensive interagency planning and 

ce , -&-< ' sX 

oordination to overcome noticeable wraatorosmga deficiency®#- in 

A 

the biographic program — the lack of data on ern^ging leaders in 


c+ 

& 

CD 


foreign countries, particularly the developing nations. Thijs^* - '* 
def iciencS^ had become dramatically evident in the mid- I960 1 s. 


CD 

c+ 

p 

c+ 

fl> 


O 


when a series of sudden coups or other governmental changes had 
c atapulted to power groups of leaders on whom BR and other 
biographic repositories in Washington could supply little or 


c+ 

4 


U 

CD 

CO 


no information to the US policymakers who clamored for it® 


NO* 


o 

Hj 

H* 

O 

CD 
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CO 


The lack of data in BR could -hardly be blamed on BR, which ^ 

Therein acce-pkd and tva.Vie use '<&£. WKat*~ 

Aid,-not»*do— i t s-own-c olle et ion . The intelligence communitry 


£» 


therefore developed the PLBRL Program to provide a coordinated 
approach to the collection of information on these emerging 
leaders. It called for preparation, and periodic revision, of 
a target list of potential leaders for each country by the 
Country Team, and coordinated collection of biographic data on 
the target personalities by Foreign Service, Department of 

the 

.guidance. soliciting appropriate contributions from State/lNR. 
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(CA.-5700) . The program was destined to become an ever 
more valuable addition to these biographic programs already 
in existence. By the end of j|Y 1 96^ 77 PLBRLs had been 
received from the field; BB had coordinated community 


responses to 10 of these country lists, surveyed biographic 
holdings on the personalities involved, and communicated 
findings to the appropriate Embassies and Legations for 
action (Aug. 1967 contrib. to PFIAB ) 
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current intelligence interest/ and the Biographic Intelligence 
Report (CR-BR) on groups of personalities of intelligence 

\ V 

interest.. In addition, there were Biographic Reference Aids (CR-BA), 

>’ ' 

which consisted of directories of government and party officials 


in Communist countries, organizational studies and other 


list-type publictions. 

^ ne of interest to the entire intelligence community 


'was Chiefs of State and Cabinet Members of Foreign Governments . 


State/BI had published this volume on an irregular basis, thus 

-Cs __ _ 


diminishing its usefulness, but BR found that by the use of EAM 
techniques it could make Chiefs of State a monthly, 

Demand for this publication more than doubled in its first § 

4 years— from 568 copies toaxl of the August 1962 issue to 1443 J 
-^copies of the September 1966 issue, J 

In tfcflss® 1964 , by order of the DD/l, six categories of pub- 


lications were established as DD/l standards for all finished 
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Intelligence publication issued by offices within the Directorate. 


All BR publications were subsequently issued as DD/l publications: 
the Reports as Biographic Intelligence Reports; the Bulletins as 
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Biographic Intelligence Briefs; and the Reference Aids as 
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Biographic Research Aidsi Tin 1$66 the categories were further 

A 

reduced, and after that all finished biographic publications 

or ee.por-V'S 

were issued as DD/l Intelligence Memorandums. The Research Aids. 

♦ A 

did not meet the definition of finished intelligence^ a^- t herr 


\S 
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bhey. were subsequently produced as OCR Reference 


Aids. 
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In August 1966 the D/CR (Vance) and the D/OCI (E. Drexel 

Godfrey) signed an agreement providing for the coordir&ion 

between OCR and 0CI of all finished biographic intelligence 
Mer, \a ltf $jUy' 

publications. ^BR analysts also coordinated some publications 
with other appropriate offices, such, as OER and OSI. 

Some examples of early BR publications werejtha—fcdiowing'j- 
Soviet Men of Scien ce^ the first edition, published in 1952, 
contained data on some 18,000 persons; the second, in 1959 > data on 
over 45,000^ 

^^^^^^^^Hecientists and Technicians in the USSR (1955) 
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After 1961 the character of BR's publications changed 
No i <>HC,ev ov«*vi.fi<i s4v«c4-t<.\ 4"©Mjct,vci ici^Kfit {-'-‘jv 
considerably, ^^he Register published its ftri-w Bulletins 

(later Briefs) and Reports in response to requests of the 

Department of State and standing requirements of the 

intelligence community for reports on pnxms± prominent 

figures who had been appointed to (or were contending for) 

StccW 

significant positions at home or abroad. Tte publications 
were oriented primarily toward the Western world. Some 
country analysts found themselves hard pressed to keep up 
with their production responsibilities — for example, between 
July 1964 and December 1966 four separate publications were 
written 

Some of the Bulletins, Briefs and Reports produced in 
the 1960's were the following: 

Delegates, l6th Sessi on, Unit ed Nations General Assembly, 

September 1961 _ 

L eading Cub an P ersonalities 
Haitian O pposition Personalities 

The New It alian /Cambodian, Guatemalan, Bolivian, etCj_/ Cabinet 

aas ua^ co- ^Pstteg^c ^tti .,,, y 

Revolut ionary Council of Algeria 

B razilian Gubernatorial Elections 

Biographies of Eritrean Dissidents 
Jlew Full Members _CPSU Central Committee 

Selected Perso nalities, Repu bli c of Vietna m (py<; y ^00 fcnoc^rct j? ** * 
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Another type of publication for which BR assumed 
responsibility after the transfer from State was the director 
(^f pparty and government officials in Communist countries. The 
directories, published as Research (later Reference) Aids^ 
were responsive to the requirements of DDP, DDl/OCI and the 
Foreign Service. Still another mtas the monthly Appearances 
of, Soviet Leaders, the responsibility for which was transferred , , 
to BR from the Radio Propaganda Branch The original ' &TATSPEC 

request for thisppublication had come from the Chief of DDP/s 



SR Division, but the list also served OCI, State and many other 
users * An Appearances of ghlma Leading Chinese Communist 
Personalities had been published by State kS. and after 1961 
was expanded by BR at the request of OCI. (Pubs, of BR, 7 Mar 66 ) 
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Progress Toward All-Source Concept 

came to be 

One© solidly established, BR's files xsrs/regarded 
as the nation’s s±Kg best single collection of biographic 

f --j 

data on prominent foreign personalities, j Therefore, « it 
seldom appeared to be necessary to seek information else- 


ILLEGIB 


where, and BR analysts relied on their own files to answer 
requests unless specifically asked to look elsewhere. In 
1965, however, the D/CR ^J^^Jecame concerned that a 
customer requesting biographic data from BR or from the 
Special Register (SR) might not be getting a total respons< 
He therefore instructed analysts in both Registers to 
coor din ate the OCR response to a request among all approp- 
riate components unless irmatrrawteA the requester instructed 
him not to do so. (memo D/CR to C/BR 8 s C/SR, 9/65) 
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